
The Man Behind The 
Scenes

H e m ay have b een  h ired  o r ig in a lly  as head cu sto d ia n , b u t w ith  
h is  d y n a m ic  p e rso n a lity  and w arm  sm ile , E lto n  M ills  h a s  a lso  

beco m e a so u rce  o f  se cu r ity  fo r s tu d e n ts  at A sh ley . It m a k es th e  day 
easier, w h en  you see h im  in th e h a lls  an d  h ave h im  sen d  a sm ile  

and a H i, h ow  are y o u ? "  in  y ou r d irec tio n . N o  m atter h ow  b u sy  he 
m ay be, M r. M ills  can  a lw ay s fin d  the tim e  to  ch a t w ith  a stu d e n t 

w h o  see m s d ow n. T h a t 's  b ecau se  he g e n u in e ly  ca re s , an d  th e 
stu d e n ts  g e n u in e ly  cares, and th e  stu d e n ts  g e n u in e ly  ca re  ab o u t 

h im . K e ep in g  the sch o o l in  tip -to p  co n d itio n  is  n o  p iece o f  cak e . A 
m illio n  and o n e  jo b s  m ak e th e d ay  seem  a w fu lly  sh o rt, b u t E lton  

w ill a lw ay s get th e  jo b  d on e. M a n y  tim e s  h e ev en  m an ag es 
so m e th in g  a l ittle  ex tra . N ot m a n y  p eo p le  are w illin g  to  g iv e  an y  

m ore th a n  th ey  have to , b u t M r. E lto n  M ills  w ill a lw ay s g o  that 
extra  m ile  for th e  sch o o l and its  s tu d e n ts . T h e  sch o o l c o m m u n ity  

ap p rec ia tes  all h e 's  d o n e and w ill be so rry  to  see  h im  go.

She Wore Many Hats
I f  th ere  w as a w ay to  see in s id e  p eop le  and you 

lo o k ed  in s id e  M a rily n  D a v is , you 'd  see an 
in cred ib le  large am o u n t o f p a tien ce  and a g reat love 

for k id s . K eep in g  all th e  a tten d an ce  record s, 
d e ten tio n  lis ts  and a lso  m a n a g in g  as lib ra r ia n  is 

m ore th an  a try in g  jo b , b u t w h o  e lse  cou ld  hand le 
it as w ell?  M rs . D av is h as d ed icated  h e rse lf to 

A sh ley  H igh  S ch o o l and its s tu d e n ts , an d  it w ill be 
tou gh  to rep lace her a fter sh e re tires . C e r ta in ly  her 

jo b  requ ires a lo t o f  k n o w led g e, b u t w hat h as m ade 
M a rily n  so  sp ecia l is  the w ay sh e  h as fou nd  the 

tim e to  rea lly  care  ab o u t the k id s . T im e  so m e tim e s  
cau ses  p eop le  in  a n y  jo b  to  ju s t b len d  in  and 

becom e a fix tu re . T h e  o n ly  fix tu re  M rs . D a v is  has 
ever beco m e is  o n e  in  ev ery  A sh ley  s tu d e n t 's  and 

te a ch er 's  h eart. S h e  has n o t o n ly  been  head 
lib ra ria n , b u t a lso  a sh o u ld e r to earn  o n , a l is te n in g  

ear, and ju s t  a co m fo rtin g  sm ile . M a rily n  w ill be 
d eep ly  m issed  b y  ev ery o n e at A sh ley .

86


